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David Kovats Gallery opens a solo exhibition by Hungarian figurative painter Gábor
Király, ‘Blissful Idleness’
8 July - 4 August 2021
David Kovats Gallery, 80 Long Acre, Covent Garden, WC2E 9NG
Opening: 8 July 2021

From left to right: WATERING (2021) ACRYLIC, CANVAS 91 X 76 CM;
MAN WITH HERB (2019) ACRYLIC, WOODEN BOARD 73 X 55 CM.

David Kovats Gallery is proud to announce the opening of the July exhibition dedicated to the
Hungarian figurative artist and painter, Gábor Király. The exhibition will open to the public on
July 8th at the gallery’s main location, 80 Long Acre in Covent Garden.
Hungarian painter Gábor Király (b. 1979) originally trained as an art teacher, however, he
always knew that he would not want to operate in the rigid framework of a high school. Being
mostly inspired by his love of tribal art, Gábor rarely paints on traditional and tidy prefabricated
canvases. Instead, he prefers to work with rough sackcloth or raw wood panels, sourcing them
from small local Sunday markets and house-clearance events, believing in the power of circular
economy and recycling in the creative process.
His compositions are enriched by and built on the past life of his chosen materials, often objects
found on the street. On one occasion, Gábor painted on the wooden headboard slat of an older
than 100-year-old elaborately chiselled bedframe. Other artworks were completed on sheets of

textured wine filtering paper or railway sleepers found in the woods near his hometown. In his
work, Gábor never attempts to smoothen the natural structure of his chosen organic materials
but aims to actively incorporate it into his concepts. The artist has always taken a highly
experimental approach to painting: his signature self-invented technique involves applying thick
layers of acrylic paint onto the surface, then washing it all off using an industrial high-pressure
water gun, the power of which damages the surface just enough to enhance the roughness of
the texture even more.
The artistic process of Gábor very rarely includes conscious planning and it is usually quite
intuitive. Most of his paintings document subconscious impressions of the individuals and
animals inhabiting the artist’s environment. Though he was born and raised in Hungary, he also
had the chance to live in Indianapolis in the United States, a time which he has fond memories
of; particularly of the local Afro-American community, members of which he also incorporated
into his portraiture. The characters appearing in his art, however, are never based on specific
individuals. Although they are, to some extent, influenced by real-life people Gábor has met, the
figures are fictitious, somewhat visually intimidating but painted with compassion, love and
warmth. The artist sees their clumsy fragility as the representation of human fallibility.
To Gábor, the idea of a finished painting is different to how other artists perceive it. Several of
his paintings take months to complete, mostly because of his tendency to re-evaluate and
rework his pieces retrospectively. This often results in compositions being painted over. Gábor
often abandons his unfinished artworks for weeks, just to come back and look at them with fresh
eyes later, when he proceeds with them.
For this exhibition, the artist and the gallery bring together 18 large and small scale works.
Although at first glance, the raw and unpolished visual world of Gábor Király may strike us as
unsettling, his paintings tell warm, intimate and personal stories of human nature.
“My figures may look intimidating at first glance, but I think they have at least as much love in
them; I see mostly their fragility, which I believe dissolves this kind of clumsiness or grimness.
I’m not even the type of person who would want to emphasize horror. A man, or for the matter of
fact, an animal, as they are also familiar characters in my images, has lived a life in which not
only good things happen. However, that doesn’t make them scary for me”, says the artist.
This exhibition is the third out of the four summer solo exhibitions presented at the gallery
space, highlighting the work of emerging and established Hungarian artists such as Gábor
Király, István Nyári, Bazil Duliskovich and queer artist Barnabás Lakatos Gelléri introducing their
work to London’s arts scene for the first time.
For more information:
David Kovats Gallery
80 Long Acre, Covent Garden
London, WC2E 9NG
https://davidkovats.com/
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Notes to Editors:
David Kovats Bio:
David Kovats was born in 1982 in Budapest, Hungary. He has over fifteen years of experience in the art
market working as a gallerist, auctioneer, and entrepreneur. From an early age he was surrounded by art,
as his father, Lajos Kovats founded one of the first private auction houses in Hungary in 1991. Soon after
school graduation, David ran his own gallery in Budapest. He focused on contemporary art and
introducing international artists to the Hungarian market.
David’s career highlight was the exhibition he organised and planned for Hermann Nitsch. Following that
project, in 2009, David moved to London where he joined the Art and Business course at the Sotheby’s
Institute of Art. After a week in the course, he fell in love with auctions, especially after joining an evening
sale of impressionist works. David then built his own network, completed an MA in Art and Business, and
became an intern, and later a full-time employee, at Sotheby’s.
During his time at Sotheby's he worked at the Valuations Department, managing the valuation of
important collections. In 2017, David moved back to Hungary to start his own auction house Dobossy with
his sister Nora, which focused on Hungarian contemporary art. Together they brought a fresh approach to
the market with great success, including a London sale in 2019. He then decided to move back to London
so he can expose his work to a global audience. The first exhibition of David Kovats Gallery opened in
December 2020 and was dedicated to artist Pista Horror.

Gábor Király Bio:
Born in 1979 in Kecskemét, Hungary, Gábor Király trained in drawing, visual communications and as an
art teacher before embarking on a full-time career as an artist. Since then he has exhibited widely across
Hungary, in addition to Belgium, Germany, Italy and the United States.
Often abandoning then reworking images over long periods, his portrayal of human frailty and fallibility in
raw, gestural brushstrokes echoes post-war neo-expressionist motifs. Gábor’s subjects are at once
anonymous — he claims they are fictitious interpretations of real people — and seemingly alert to their
individuality. Some are almost intimidating full-face or half-length compositions cropped tightly to the
extremities of the frame; others, in three-quarter view, suggest the intimacy or vulnerability of a
self-portrait. Despite the idiosyncrasies and awkward poses, there is compassion too — he describes the
works as subconscious impressions of social encounters.
Gábor Király lives and works in Hungary.

