PRESS RELEASE

David Kovats Gallery presents a solo exhibition by Ukrainian artist Bazil Duliskovich as
part of its summer exhibition programme
8 June - 6 July
David Kovats Gallery, 80 Long Acre, Covent Garden, WC2E 9NG
Opening: 8 June

From left to right: The Funniest Bird on Earth, 110x85 cm, mixed media on canvas & Your morning soul, 101x70 cm,
mixed media on canvas.

David Kovats Gallery is delighted to announce the opening of its second summer exhibition
dedicated to the Ukrainian artist Bazil Duliskovich. The exhibition will open to the public on
June 8 at the gallery’s main location, 80 Long Acre in Covent Garden.
Bazil has experimented with video art, collage and sculpture, but his principal means of
expression is painting, a medium through which he challenges the Soviet art education he
encountered growing up on the Ukrainian side of the border with Hungary. Another source of
Bazil’s defiance is the ill-defined and stereotyping labels often applied to his work.
Characterisations such as ‘Eastern European’, ‘Slavic’ or ‘post-Soviet art’ are a source of
frustration to the artist, who grew up speaking multiple languages in a region endowed with
numerous cultures and identities.

The artist likes to experiment with the distortion of reality, often depicting individuals in imaginary
situations in a faux-documentary-like visual style. In Bazil’s experience, viewers interpret his

paintings differently from the way he sees them, frequently pointing out a sense of loneliness
suffusing the work. He rarely begins with a set plan in mind, and does not set out to capture a
mood of isolation — nor is he comfortable providing ideological interpretations. But it is true that
he prefers complete solitude in the studio, his own autonomous space.
For this exhibition, the artist and the gallery bring together 14 of his latest works, with themes
ranging from human and ethereal figures to flowers and utopian landscapes. Subjects are
depicted using a unique method, similar to collages. This involves painting and cutting up
several sheets of paper into little pieces, which are then mounted together forming objects and
figures, creating multiple shades, and colorisations, similar to if someone was using pieces of
bark to construct a tree. These tightly composed and complex works are, in their
draughtsmanship, a product of the formal training Bazil holds, yet there is a conscious departure
from the Old Masters and Socialist realism of the academy, even if stylistic traces remain. At first
glance his figures can appear realistic — even photorealistic — but soon dissolve into a
dream-like, cinematic visual world.
For Bazil, his art is a means of communication, of expression and reflection too. ‘If I could put
the message of my art into words then I wouldn’t be painting,’ says the Hungarian artist Bazil
Duliskovich. ‘I’d just say it — but I can’t, because I don’t think it’s possible to express my artistic
purpose with words.’
This exhibition is the second out of the three summer solo exhibitions presented at the gallery
space, highlighting the work of emerging and established Hungarian artists such as Gábor
Király and István Nyári, introducing their work to London’s arts scene for the first time.
For more information:
David Kovats Gallery
80 Long Acre, Covent Garden
London, WC2E 9NG
https://davidkovats.com/
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Notes to Editors:
David Kovats Bio:
David Kovats was born in 1982 in Budapest, Hungary. He has over fifteen years of experience in the art
market working as a gallerist, auctioneer, and entrepreneur. From an early age he was surrounded by art,
as his father, Lajos Kovats founded one of the first private auction houses in Hungary in 1991. Soon after
school graduation, David ran his own gallery in Budapest. He focused on contemporary art and
introducing international artists to the Hungarian market.
David’s career highlight was the exhibition he organised and planned for Hermann Nitsch. Following that
project, in 2009, David moved to London where he joined the Art and Business course at the Sotheby’s
Institute of Art. After a week in the course, he fell in love with auctions, especially after joining an evening
sale of impressionist works. David then built his own network, completed an MA in Art and Business, and
became an intern, and later a full-time employee, at Sotheby’s.
During his time at Sotheby's he worked at the Valuations Department, managing the valuation of
important collections. In 2017, David moved back to Hungary to start his own auction house Dobossy with
his sister Nora, which focused on Hungarian contemporary art. Together they brought a fresh approach to
the market with great success, including a London sale in 2019. He then decided to move back to London
so he can expose his work to a global audience. The first exhibition of David Kovats Gallery opened in
December 2020 and was dedicated to artist Pista Horror.

Bazil Duliskovich Bio:
Hungarian artist Bazil Duliskovich (b. 1969) was born and raised in the Soviet Ukraine. To his great
annoyance, his work is often forcefully labelled as ‘Eastern European’, ‘Slavic’ or ‘Post-Soviet’ art,
arguably stereotypical and poorly defined terms. Growing up near the Hungarian-Ukrainian border in the
Soviet era, he has experienced just how vastly different Eastern European cultures are, and
communicating with people in 3-4 different languages was second nature to him. Throughout his career,
Bazil has made a conscious effort to challenge the ideas instilled into him by the rigorous system of
Soviet art education and break away from the traditional academic approach to painting.
As a graduate from The Hungarian University of Fine Arts, the rigorous training he received in academic
drawing serves him well at the same time: Bazil is able to draw up complex compositions that place
realistic individuals into surreal and dream-like positions with ease.
Although he can take weeks or months to finish a canvas, Bazil has also experimented with rapid
art-making: in the series Daily Routine, he completed a painting a day, building a coherent body of work
— a diary that couldn’t be put into words.
Bazil lives and works in Budapest, Hungary.

